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HISTORICAL MYTHS AND STATE-BUILDING IN CENTRAL ASIA: ANALYSIS OF NATIONAL
IDENTITY AND PUBLIC PERCEPTION IN THE CONTEXT OF KAZAKHSTAN

Abstract. The article is devoted to the role of historical myths in the processes of state-build-
ing and formation of national identity in Central Asia with an emphasis on Kazakhstan. Historical
myths, as shown by examples from world history, act as an important tool for legitimizing statehood,
strengthening collective memory and consolidating society. In the context of the post-Soviet space,
where the borders of the republics were created artificially, and ethnocultural diversity was signif-
icant, the need to rethink the historical heritage became a key challenge for the newly independent
states. In Kazakhstan, one small part of the national identity is built on the basis of myths about the
Kazakh Khanate, the Great Steppe and the fight against external threats, including the Dzungar wars
and the colonial policy of the Russian Empire. These narratives contribute not only to the elevation of
the Kazakh cultural heritage, but also to the positioning of the country as a strategic center in Eurasia.
A comparative analysis shows the difference in approaches in other countries of the region: from the
Uzbek emphasis on the figure of Amir Temir to the Turkmen cult of personality. Unlike its neighbors,
Kazakhstan demonstrates a more inclusive model that takes into account the multi-ethnic composi-
tion of the population.

The study is based on an interdisciplinary approach with a sociological focus, including a liter-
ature review, content analysis, and sociological concepts. The findings confirm the importance of
historical myths as a tool for the formation of identity and political legitimation. The Kazakhstan
model shows that an integrative approach that combines historical heritage with modern challenges
contributes to social stability and interethnic harmony.

The limitations of the study are related to the use of secondary data and the need for a more in-
depth study of public perceptions of national narratives. The results emphasize the importance of a
critical approach to historical myths and their role in the consolidation of a multi-ethnic society.

Key words: historical myths; national identity; state building; Central Asia; collective memory;
interethnic harmony.
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AnHoTanusA. Makasia KazakcraHra 6acbiM 3kacoo MeHeH Bop6opayk A3uagarel MaMJIeKeTTUK
Kypy/Iyll KaHa yJAYTTYK UAeHTTYYJYKTYH KaJbIITaHyy NpoLeccTepUH/ieru TapbIXblii MUQTepANH
posiyHa apHasiraH. Tapbixbli MUpTep O6YTKy/J AYHHEJYK TapbIXTblH MHUcCAJJapblHAaH KOPYHYMN
Typrasfiai, MaM/eKeTTYYJYKTY MbI3aM/IallThIPYYHYH, )KaMaaTTbIK 3CTYTYM/Y YbIHA00HYH KaHa
KOOM/1y KOHCOTMJAIUAI00HYH MaaHU/IYY KypaJibl 60J1yn caHaaT. Peciry6iMKanap/blH YeK apaiapbl
JKacasMa KoJl MeHeH TY3YJ/ITeH »KaHa 3THOMa/JaHUH Kell TYPAYY/IYK OJIYTTYY 60JITOH TOCTCOBETTHUK
MeNKWH/UKTe TapbIXblil MypacTap/bl Kaipa kapan YbITYy 3apbLIYbLIbITbl 3reMeHAUKKe KeTHIIKeH
MaMJeKeTTep YIYH HerM3aru YaKbIpbIK 601y Kaagbl.

KazakcTanga ylIyTTYK MAEHTTYYJAYKTYH KMUMHeKel 6up 6enyry Kasak xanzpirsl, Yayy Tanaa
’KOHYHZery MudTepre, CbIpTKbl KOPKYHYYTapra, aHblH WYWH/e JKyHrap COTylITapblHa »XaHa
Poccus MMnepuAChIHbIH KOJIOHMAJIBIK casgcaTbiHA Kapllbl KYPeLITYH HerM3WHAe KypyiaraH. Byn
f6asiHZap Ka3aKTbIH MajJlaHWH MypacblH raHa sMec, eJIKeHy EBpa3susajarel cTpaTerusablk 60p6op
KaTapbel KepceTeT. CaJbllITBIpMadyy Taa[o0 PerdoHAyH 6allka esKe/NepyHAery MaMuae[eru
albIpMavblIbIKTap/Abl KepceTeT: e36ekTepguH AMUp TeMUpPJAMH MHCaHbIHA 6acbIM acoOCyHaH
TapTa TYPKMEH/A6pAYH MHCaHTa ChlibIHYyYyCyHa YelinH. KoHlynapbeiHaH alibipMasianbin, KazakcraHn
KaJIKTBIH K6l yJIyTTYY KypaMbIH 3CKe a/iraH KbliJa UHK/I03UBAYY MOJe/1JA KepCoTyI KeJeT.

U3ungee ajabuATTapAbl Kapam 4YbITyy, MasMyHJy Taj[00 aHa COLMOJIOTHAJIbIK
KOHIeNMUAIap/bl KAMTbIFAaH COIMOJIOTHUABIK 6arblT MeHeH AUCLMIIMHAIAP apajblKk MaMujere
HerusgenareH. Usuneenep Tapbixbli MUPTepAWH UHCAHJABIKTBI aHa CagCH JIeTUTUMAYYAYKTY
KaJbIITaHABIPYYHYH KypaJibl KaTapbl MaaHUAYYJYTYH TacThIKTaWT. KazakcTaH Mo/e/u TapbIXbli
MypacTapAbl 3aMaHb6an YaKbIpbIKTap MeHeH alKaJbIIIThIPTaH UHTerpalusaiblK MaMuIe KOOMAYK
TYPYKTYYJYKTY )KaHa 3THOCTOP apaJiblK bIHTbIMaKThl 6eKeM/ieere e66Jre Ty3epyH KepceTeoT.

H3aungeeHyH 4eKTeesepy OSKMHYM Japaxkajarbl MaajbIMaTTapAbl KOJIJIOHyyra jkaHa
YAYTTYK aHreMmesepAH KOOMYYJYKTYH Kabbll anyyCcyH TepeHWUpP33K HW3WJI[Je6HYH 3apbli/bIrbiHA
H6ainanpimTyy. YKbIABIHTBIKTAP TapbIXblii MU$Tepre cblH KO3 Kapall MeHeH MaMHuJe KblIYyHYH
MaaHMJIYYJIYTYH KaHa aJlapJblH Kel YAYTTYy KOOMJAY KOHCOJH/ALUAN00/J0TY POJIYH KepceTeT.

Herusru ce3iep: Tapbixblit MUPTep; YIYTTYK ©3re4eyK; MaMJIeKeTTUK Kypy/yu; bop6opayk
A3us; :KaMaaTThIK 3C TYTYM; YJIyTTap apaJblK bIHTbIMAaK.

AnHoTanuA. CTaThd NOCBAILEHA POJIM UCTOPUYECKUX MUG(OB B Mpoleccax rocyAapcTBeHHOro
CTPOUTE/NbCTBA U GOPMUPOBAHUA HAIMOHATBHOW U/eHTUYHOCTH B LleHTpasbHON A3UM C aKlleH-
ToM Ha KazaxcraH. UcTopuieckre MUbI, KaK TOKa3aHO Ha IpUMepax U3 MUPOBO# UCTOPHH, BBICTY-
MalT BaXKHBIM HHCTPYMEHTOM JIerTMTUMM3AllUK FOCYyJapCTBEHHOCTH, YKpelJleHUs KOJIJIEKTUBHON
naMsATH U KOHCOJIMJALUK 0611lecTBa. B yc/10BUAX NOCTCOBETCKOTO NMPOCTPAHCTBA, I/je TPaHULbI pe-
cny6JIMK C03/]aBaluCh UCKYCCTBEHHO, @ 3THOKY/IbTYPHOe pa3Hoo6pa3ue 6bljIo 3HaUUTe/IbHBIM, He-
06X0IMMOCTb MepeoCcMbIC/IeHUA UCTOPUYEeCKOT0 Hacae sl cTaja KJIK4YeBbIM BbI30BOM /111 HOBBIX
He3aBUCHUMBIX rOCy/1apCTB.

B KaszaxcTaHe ofjHa MaJieHbKas 4acTb HAallMOHAJIbHOW UJEHTUYHOCTHU CTPOUTCA HA OCHOBE MHU-
¢$oB o KazaxckoM xaHcTBe, Besimko# cTenu v 60pb6e ¢ BHETHUMHM YTpO3aMH, BKJIKOYasa PKYHTrap-
CKHe BOWHbBI M KOJIOHHAJIbHYHK NOMUTUKY Poccuiickoi UMNepuu. 3TH HappaTHBEI CIOCOGCTBYIOT He
TOJIBKO BO3BBIIIEHHIO Ka3aXCKOTro KyJIbTYPHOTO Hacae[us, HO U MO3UIIMOHUPOBAHHIO CTPaHbl Kak
cTpaTernieckoro ieHTpa B EBpazuu. CpaBHUTe/IbHBIN aHA/IU3 MOKa3bIBaeT pasjiMiue MOAX0/0B B
JIPYTHX cTpaHaX peruoHa: oT y36eKCcKoro aklieHTa Ha purype Amup Temupa 10 TYPKMEHCKOTO KY/lb-
Ta JIMYHOCTU. B oT/iM4uMe oT cocefieil, KazaxctaH JeMoHCTpupyeT 6ojiee WHKJIIO3UBHYIO MOJeEJb,
YYUTBIBAIOLYH MHOTOHAIIMOHAIbHbIN COCTAB HaceJeHHUs.

HccnepoBaHue 0CHOBAHO HAa MEXAUCHUIIMHAPHOM MOAX0/e C COLIMOJOTHYEeCKUM aKleHTOM,
BKJIIOYAlOIeM JTUTepaTypPHbIi 0630p, KOHTeHT-aHaINU3 U COLMOJIOTMYeCcKHe KOHIeNUU. BeiBobl
MOATBEePXK/AalT 3HAYMMOCTb MUCTOPUYECKHX MU(POB Kak MHCTPyMeHTa pOpMHUPOBAHUA UJEHTHY-
HOCTH U MOJUTHYECcKOo# JeruTuManuu. KazaxcraHckasa Mo/ie/b MOKa3bIBaeT, YTO UHTerpaTUBHbIN
noAxoj, o6'be AUHAOIINI UCTOPUYEeCKOe Hacjleiue C COBpeMeHHBbIMH BbI30BaMH, CIIOCOGCTBYET CO-
[IMAJIbHOM CTAaOUIbHOCTH U MEKITHUYECKOMY COT/IacHIo.

OrpaHuyeHuUs Uccae0BaHUSA CBA3aHbI C UCNIOIb30BaHNEM BTOPUYHBIX JaHHBIX U HE06X0AMMO-
cTbl0 6GoJsiee MIy6OKOTO M3yveHUdA 061[eCTBEHHOr0 BOCOPUATHSA HALMOHAJbHBIX HAappaTUBOB. Pe-
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3yJbTAaThbl NOAYEPKHUBAKT BAXHOCTb KPUTHUYECKOTO NMOAX0Aa K UCTOPUYIECKHM MH(l)aM H UX POJIK B

KOHCOJIMJAaIIHH MHOTOHallMOHAJIbHOT'O DﬁUJ,f.‘CTBa.

KiawueBsle cjioBa: HCTOPpHYECKHE MH(l)bI: HallHOHAJIbHAA HAEHTHYHOCTDL; roCyAapCTBEHHOE
CTPOHUTEJ/bCTBO; U.EHTpaHbHaH A3MA; KOJJIeKTUBHAA NaMATb; MeX3THUYeCKoe coTJiacue.

Introduction

The process of state-building is traditional-
ly accompanied by the formation of historical
myths, which play a key role in the creation of a
collective identity. These myths help to unite na-
tions around common values, giving meaning to
their existence through a symbolic understand-
ing of the past. For example, myths about the
“golden age” of Athens and the exploits of Peri-
cles helped the ancient Greeks strengthen their
sense of unity and cultural superiority, while the
image of Rome as an “eternal city” and the myth
of the city’s foundation by the brothers Romulus
and Remus formed the basis of Roman imperi-
al ideology. In the Middle Ages, European states
actively used historical narratives to assert their
legitimacy. French kings, for example, relied on
legends about the divine origins of their dy-
nasties, such as the myth of Clovis and the holy
anointing, symbolizing divine election. In Swe-
den, the myth of the Vikings as ancient ancestors
with unrivaled valor and aspiration for freedom
was popular. These historical images, often sup-
plemented by artistic interpretations, created
powerful symbols on which national identity
was built.

The modern era and the rise of nationalism
in the 19th century made historical myths a key
tool in the politics of nation-states. The German
idea of the “sacred empire” and the sacred sig-
nificance of the unification of the German lands
through the figure of Otto the Great contribut-
ed to the consolidation of Germany. In Italy, the
concept of “Risorgimento” (rebirth) inspired the
population to unite, emphasizing the connection
of the modern nation with the legacy of the Ro-
man Empire.

These examples show that national myths
notonly interpret the past, butalso create the ba-
sis for political and cultural unity. Their creation
involves the adaptation of real historical events
in order to emphasize heroism, the struggle for
freedom, or the special destiny of the nation.
Such myths continue to be a powerful means of
shaping collective consciousness, being woven
into official narratives, the educational system,
and cultural traditions.

In Central Asia, by contrast, the process of
state-building and national identity formation
began suddenly, largely as a consequence of the
collapse of the Soviet Union. The region’s repub-
lics, artificially created as part of Soviet national-
ity policy in the 1920s and 1930s, had to rethink
their pasts in order to create new narratives
that legitimized their existence as independent
states. However, the region’s specific conditions,
including its historical mosaicism and multilay-
ered cultural influences, complicated this pro-
cess.

The borders of the modern Central Asian re-
publics were drawn by the Bolsheviks along eth-
nolinguistic lines, a novelty for a region where
identity was traditionally defined through fami-
ly, tribe, or place of origin. This led to significant
complications: for example, Turkic-speaking,
Persianized communities or Persian-speaking,
Turkified groups, confusing identification of Ka-
zakhs and Kyrgyz, and intermingling between
Uzbeks and Turkmens. The creation of new po-
litical-territorial units caused not only conflicts
and divisions, but also the need to find a new
meaning for existence.

After gaining independence in 1991, the
states of Central Asia began to rapidly construct
national myths to justify their statehood. These
myths became an important tool for strength-
ening national consciousness and legitimizing
power. In Kazakhstan, for example, much atten-
tion was paid to exalting the historical heritage
of the Great Steppe, the role of the Kazakh Khan-
ate as the basis of state tradition, and the fight
against external threats, including the Dzungar
Wars and the colonial policy of the Russian Em-
pire. Such narratives not only emphasized the
uniqueness of Kazakh identity, but were also
used to position the country as an important
center of the Eurasian region.

In 1991, Kazakhstan, Kyrgyzstan, Tajiki-
stan, Turkmenistan and Uzbekistan faced the
challenge of creating sovereign states after the
collapse of the Soviet Union. Each republic was
forced not only to build a new political and eco-
nomic system, but also to formulate a national
narrative that could unite its multi-ethnic popu-
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lation and strengthen its collective identity. This
process was not only complex, but also highly
heterogeneous: historical, cultural and demo-
graphic differences in the countries of the region
determined unique approaches to the creation
of national mythologies. However, the formation
of these myths was far from a straightforward
process. The post-colonial legacy, the influence
of Soviet ideology and the need to strike a bal-
ance between multiculturalism and national
dominance gave rise to numerous contradic-
tions. On the one hand, Kazakhstan sought to re-
flect its historical heritage and the identity of the
Kazakhs as the titular nation. On the other hand,
the complex ethnic structure of society required
that the interests of other ethnic groups be taken
into account in order to avoid social conflicts.

In many cases, rather than relying on ob-
jective historical legacies, Central Asian leaders
have resorted to interpretations of the past that
emphasize national heroes and greatness. For
example, in Kazakhstan, the legends of the cre-
ation of the Kazakh Khanate, the struggle against
the Dzungars, and the cultural traditions of the
nomadic people have taken center stage. In Uz-
bekistan, the emphasis has been on the legacy
of Tamerlane as a symbol of power and national
unity. Tajikistan has turned to its Persian past,
emphasizing the continuity from the Sassanid
era. Turkmenistan has emphasized the great-
ness of ancient civilizations such as Parthia and
turned the personality cult of the leader into part
of the national narrative. Kyrgyzstan, in turn, has
elevated the Epic of Manas as a key symbol of na-
tional identity.

Importantly, the creation of these narra-
tives has often been accompanied by ignoring
or changing historical facts. The colonial era,
the Soviet legacy, and interethnic conflicts have
been either simplified or distorted to suit polit-
ical objectives. This allowed the elites to legiti-
mize their power and form the image of a “na-
tional state” reflecting the interests of the titular
nation, sometimes at the expense of the multi-
national population. As we will see, approaches
to the formation of historical myths varied from
country to country. These differences were due
to unique historical and demographic features,
as well as current political needs. However, ev-
erywhere these myths became an instrument of
state policy and part of the ideological system
supporting national unity.

This article examines key aspects of the
formation of historical myths in the context of
state-building in Central Asia, with a special em-
phasis on Kazakhstan. The study aims to identify
the mechanisms of myth construction, their in-
fluence on the processes of national identifica-
tion and political legitimation, and to analyze the
public perception of these narratives.

The purpose of this study is to comprehen-
sively analyze three interrelated areas reflecting
key aspects of the formation of national identi-
ty and state-building in Central Asia. First, the
article examines the role of historical myths as
one of the main instruments shaping national
identity, paying special attention to their polit-
ical and social significance. Second, the process
of state-building in the countries of Central Asia
is analyzed with an emphasis on the use of his-
torical heritage and narratives of the past to
strengthen power and collective identity. Third-
ly, the features of Kazakhstani identity are stud-
ied, including specific features of the national
narrative and the perception of this process by
society in the context of a multinational state.
The synthesis of these areas allows us to identify
how historical myths and national narratives are
integrated into political and social structures,
becoming an important element in the forma-
tion of identity and consolidation of society.

Literature review

The formation of national identity and state
building in Central Asia is a complex process in
which historical myths play a key role. To an-
alyze these processes, it is important to turn
to theoretical concepts developed within the
framework of the study of historical memory
and collective identity.

The role of historical memory in the for-
mation of national identity

Historical memory plays a central role in
strengthening collective consciousness and cre-
ating a national narrative. The French sociologist
M. Halbwachs views memory as a socially condi-
tioned phenomenon, emphasizing that individ-
ual memories do not exist in isolation, but are
formed within social groups (Halbwachs, 1992)
[1]. His concept of collective memory identifies
“social frameworks” that structure memories
and determine the ways in which they are inter-
preted. This theory is particularly relevant in the
context of Central Asia, where state elites have
actively used collective narratives to shape na-
tional identity.
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J. Assmann introduces the concept of cultur-
al memory, emphasizing that it goes beyond per-
sonal memories and becomes a mechanism for
transmitting values and traditions that form the
basis of national identity (Assmann, 2011) [2].
In the context of Central Asia, cultural memory
serves as a tool through which the uniqueness
of the nation is emphasized, for example, in Ka-
zakhstan through narratives about the Kazakh
Khanate and the Great Steppe.

P. Nora's concept of places of memory em-
phasizes the role of symbolic spaces such as
monuments, museums, and national holidays
in maintaining collective memory (Nora, 1996)
[3]. These spaces in Central Asian countries are
often used to legitimize power. For example, the
Independence Monument in Almaty symbolizes
national unity and the struggle for sovereignty.

Falsification of History and Its Impact on
Public Consciousness

Falsification of historical memory poses a
significant challenge to identity formation pro-
cesses, especially in multinational societies such
as Kazakhstan. According to Halbwachs, social
groups can consciously reinterpret the past in
their own interests, which leads to a distortion
of historical facts (Halbwachs, 1992) [1]. This
is confirmed by the politics of post-Soviet coun-
tries, where historical narratives were often re-
worked to strengthen the legitimacy of new re-
gimes.,

An example is the history textbooks of Ka-
zakhstan, which demonstrate ambivalence in
assessing the Soviet legacy. As Kasymbayev and
his colleagues note [4], the narratives in the
textbooks emphasize both the forced nature of
Kazakhstan’s annexation to the Russian Empire
and certain positive aspects of the colonial pe-
riod (Kasymbayev, 2012) [4]. This reflects not
only the complexity of postcolonial reinterpre-
tations, but also the political need to balance
nationalism and international relations. Soviet
Legacy and Post-Soviet State-Building

The policy of “indigenization” in the Soviet
Union contributed to the formation of nation-
al elites, but at the same time laid the founda-
tion for systematic Russification, which had a
long-term impact on national consciousness.
The modern Kazakh state continues to balance
between ethnically oriented and civic identi-
ties. The doctrine of national unity initiated by
Nazarbayev is aimed at strengthening intereth-

nic harmony, which has become an important
factor in political stability (Kesici, 2008) [5].

A special place in the national narrative of
Kazakhstan is occupied by the rethinking of the
Kazakh Khanate as a symbol of historical state-
hood. The celebration of its 550th anniversary
in 2015 was strategically aimed at strengthen-
ing the identity of the titular nation, which em-
phasizes the importance of historical myths in
state-building (Isaacs, 2015) [6].

National Identity through Education Sys-
tems

School textbooks play a key role in construct-
ing national identity, especially in the context of
postcolonial transformation. Research shows
that textbooks in Kazakhstan attempt to balance
ethnic and civic narratives while retaining ele-
ments of Soviet rhetoric (Kozybayev et al., 2013)
[7]. However, their content is often criticized
for the lack of an analytical approach and being
overloaded with facts.

Literary analysis demonstrates that the for-
mation of national identity in Central Asia is
based on the concepts of collective and cultural
memory, as well as the use of historical myths.
In Kazakhstan, this process is complicated by
the legacy of Soviet policy and the multinational
structure of society. Further strengthening of na-
tional identity requires a deeper decolonization
of narratives, the development of critical think-
ing, and the creation of more balanced educa-
tional materials.

Methodology

The purpose and objectives of the study. The
purpose of this article is to study the role of his-
torical myths in the process of state-building
and the formation of national identity in Central
Asia with an emphasis on Kazakhstan. The study
aims to identify the mechanisms of constructing
historical narratives, their influence on public
perception and political legitimation. To achieve
this goal, the following tasks are solved:

- Conducting a literature review of
key concepts of historical and collective memory
related to national identity.

- Analyzing secondary data, includ-
ing statistics, results of sociological research and
scientific publications, to identify dominant nar-
ratives.

= Conducting a content analysis of
books, educational materials, official documents
and other sources to study the ways of integrat-
ing myths into national strategies.
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Research hypothesis: Historical myths con-
structed within the framework of state-building
are not only a means of strengthening national
identity, but also an important instrument of po-
litical legitimation, especially in the context of
postcolonial and multinational societies of Cen-
tral Asia.

Research question: How do historical myths
influence the formation of national identity and
public perception of state-building in Kazakh-
stan?

Justification of the study: This question is im-
portant for understanding how historical mem-
ory is used to construct national narratives and
legitimize power. The relevance of the study is
due to the need to study the transformations of
historical myths in the post-Soviet space, where
nation-building processes take place against the
backdrop of a multilayered cultural and political
heritage.

Relevance of the study: The relevance of the
topic is due to the fact that in the post-Soviet
countries of Central Asia, including Kazakh-
stan, state-building is accompanied by complex
work with historical memory. The formation of
national identity and the search for a balance
between ethnic and civic aspects continue to be
important challenges for political stability and
social consolidation. In this context, the study of
historical myths provides unique opportunities
to analyze the mechanisms for creating unity in
a multicultural environment.

Research methods. The study is based on a
comprehensive approach, including:

1. Literature review: Analysis of the-
ories of collective memory (M. Halbwachs), cul-
tural memory (J. Assmann) and places of mem-
ory (P. Nora), as well as theoretical works on
postcolonial heritage and state building.

2. Review analysis of secondary data:
Statistical data, results of sociological research
and official reports were used to identify trends
in the formation of identity.

3. Content analysis: Study of text-
books, scientific publications, official documents
and media sources to analyze the ways of repre-
senting historical myths.

This approach provides a deep understand-
ing of the multi-level processes of formation of
national narratives, allows to identify key con-
tradictions and assess their impact on public
consciousness and state policy.

Results

1. Analysis of identity and identifi-
cation processes: historical, sociological and
cultural approaches

Identity and identification processes are
complex and multilayered phenomena that play
a key role in the formation of collective con-
sciousness, national memory and social cohe-
sion. When considering this topic from the per-
spective of historical and sociological science,
we face a number of challenges related to the dy-
namics of change in society, the intersection of
local, ethnic and civic identity, as well as the use
of historical myths to create national identity.

1.1.Historical approach: myths and their
role in identity

Historical myths, as practice shows, often
become a tool for constructing national identi-
ty. As Gulmira Illeuova notes, after gaining inde-
pendence, a kind of “replacement therapy” took
place in Kazakhstan, where the former “Soviet
identity” was replaced by a new one, associated
with the statehood of Kazakhstan [8]. National
narratives built on a mythologized version of the
past, such as the struggle of the Kazakhs against
the Dzungars or the cultural heritage of the Great
Steppe, have become an important element in
strengthening the state ideology.

However, the mythologization of history has
a dual nature. On the one hand, it allows society
to unite around a common memory, to empha-
size the uniqueness of culture and history. On
the other hand, excessive mythologization based
on the distortion of historical facts can lead to
the division of society and the creation of false
benchmarks. As lleuova argues, “for some rea-
son, the question “where are you from?” has
become more important than “who are you?”,
which indicates the growth of local identity,
which can become a threat to the unity of civic
identity [9].

1.2. Sociological view: multi-layered iden-
tity

Sociological research in Kazakhstan demon-
strates that the identity of the population is
multi-layered. Survey data conducted by the PF
“TSSPI “Strategy”” [8] show that the most com-
mon forms of identity are local (resident of a
city or village) and civic (citizen of Kazakhstan).
It is noteworthy that with age, the share of local
identity grows, reaching 59% among older age
groups, while among young people, local identi-
ty is at the average level.
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An interesting phenomenon is the age group
of 35-44 years, which demonstrates the lowest
identification rates in all categories. This “lost
generation”, formed in the era of social and eco-
nomic changes, is characterized by the absence
of clear identification links. This fact indicates
the need for deeper work with identification
processes in this age group in order to overcome
internal gaps and increase the level of civic con-
solidation.

1.3. The dangers of mythologizing history

Mythologization can serve as both a creative
and destructive tool. The use of historical myths
to shape national memory requires caution, as
excessive emphasis on the heroic past can lead
to distortion of facts and the development of
conflict narratives. For example, the glorification
of certain ethnic groups or historical events can
increase tensions in multinational societies such
as Kazakhstan.

Historian Pierre Nora in his concept of “plac-
es of memory” notes [3] that memory becomes
an instrument of power when it is used to manip-
ulate collective consciousness. This emphasizes
the need for a critical approach to interpreting
the past. Instead of building national identity on
the basis of idealized myths, it is important to
form cultural and civic values such as tolerance,
humanism, and patriotism.

1.4. Path to Humanity and Patriotism

Identity formation should not be limited by
historical or ethnic boundaries. As lleuova notes,
“the diversity of identifiers in society will only
increase in the future” [9]. In these conditions, it
is important to strengthen the ideas of human-
ism, civic responsibility and tolerance in society.
For example, educational programs should focus
on universal values, such as respect for other
cultures and religions, the development of crit-
ical thinking and awareness of one’s role in the
global community.

Patriotism, based on respect for one’s own
history and culture, should also be aimed at cre-
ating a common vision of the future that includes
all citizens, regardless of their ethnic, religious
or social background. It is important that pub-
lic policy promotes the integration of different
groups, rather than reinforcing their division.

Identification processes in Kazakhstan re-
main multi-layered and dynamic, which em-
phasizes the need for in-depth analysis and an
interdisciplinary approach. Sociology, together

with history, can be an important tool for under-
standing changes in society and creating a stable
national identity. However, the success of this
process will depend on how well a society can
balance respect for historical roots and orienta-
tion towards universal humanistic values.

2. Formation of National Identity in Ka-
zakhstan: Historical Myths, Pride, Language
and Religion as Key Factors

Kazakhstan's national identity is a complex,
multi-layered and dynamic phenomenon, with
roots both in the depths of its historical heritage
and in its contemporary socio-political reality.
After the collapse of the Soviet Union, Kazakh-
stan faced a challenge: building a new identity
that could unite the country’s multi-ethnic pop-
ulation around common values, while preserv-
ing cultural and historical diversity. Historical
myths, language, religion and a sense of nation-
al pride play a key role in this process, acting as
factors of consolidation and possible conflicts.

Historical myths in Kazakhstan serve not
only as a retrospective justification for state-
hood, but also as a projection of images of the
future. An example of this is the celebration of
the 555th anniversary of the Kazakh Khanate in
2020. This event, initiated at the state level, em-
phasized the continuity of modern Kazakhstan
with the era of Kerey and Zhanibek, the founders
of the khanate. This narrative helps to create a
sense of belonging to a great historical tradition,
which is especially important for post-Soviet so-
ciety, where the search for a national idea and
cultural identity remains a pressing task. Howev-
er, there is also a danger here: excessive mythol-
ogization of history can lead to the simplification
of complex historical processes, the exclusion of
alternative narratives and the marginalization
of non-native ethnic groups. Nevertheless, the
Kazakhstani model of identity formation seeks
to maintain a balance between the ethnic basis
and multiculturalism. Pride in Kazakhstani citi-
zenship is another important aspect of nation-
al identity. According to research conducted by
Dina Sharipova in 2016, 93% of surveyed Ka-
zakhstanis are proud to be citizens of their coun-
try, and the share of those who are “very proud”
has increased from 50% to 78% since 2006. This
positive trend is associated with the country’s
economic success, its international positioning
and the growth in the standard of living of the
population. However, it is worth noting that pa-
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triotism in Kazakhstan has its own specifics: it is
based not on superiority over other nations, but
on responsibility to one’s country. This percep-
tion of patriotism contributes to the formation
of an active civic position, which is important for
social and economic development.

Language plays a central role in the process
of constructing identity. After the collapse of the
USSR, the Kazakh language became a symbol of
national culture and statehood, but its use in
everyday life remains limited. The program to
switch to the Latin alphabet, launched in 2017,
is aimed at strengthening the position of the Ka-
zakh language, but it has also sparked public de-
bate. Many fear that this transition will exacer-
bate the language gap between generations and
create additional barriers for ethnic minorities.
Nevertheless, Kazakhstan continues to develop a
bilingual model, where Russian retains the status
of the language of interethnic communication,
and the Kazakh language is gradually acquiring
the status of the main means of communication
in government and educational institutions. This
language policy reflects the desire to maintain a
balance between national identity and multilin-
gualism, which is part of the cultural code of Ka-
zakhstanis.

Religion, like language, is closely linked to
ethnic identity. Islam occupies an important
place in the self-awareness of ethnic Kazakhs,
although the level of religiosity in the country
remains relatively low. The connection between
religious and ethnic identity has deep histori-
cal roots. In the pre-Islamic period, the Kazakh
steppe was the site of the spread of shamanism
and Tengrism, which left their mark on cultur-
al traditions and worldview. Islam, which came
to the territory of modern Kazakhstan in the
8th-9th centuries, did not displace these beliefs,
but organically blended into them, which creat-
ed a unique syncretic cultural landscape. Today,
Islam continues to play the role of a symbolic
marker of Kazakh identity, but its influence on
everyday life is limited. Many Kazakhstanis per-
ceive religion more as an element of cultural her-
itage than as a guide to action. This allows the
secular nature of the state to be preserved and
social harmony to be maintained in a multi-eth-
nic society.

Historical figures and heroes occupy a spe-
cial place in the process of identity formation.
Kenesary Khan, Ablai Khan, Abay, Alikhan Bo-

keikhanov, Akhmet Baitursynov — these figures
are not only symbols of national revival, but also
play the role of ideological reference point for
the education of a new generation. Their images
are actively used in educational programs, cul-
tural events and state propaganda. However, it
is important to remember that the mythologiza-
tion of these figures should be supported by his-
torical objectivity in order to avoid turning them
into an instrument of political manipulation.

Kazakhstan's identity is formed at the in-
tersection of many factors: from historical and
cultural to political and economic. This process
is complex and ambiguous, which is typical for
all post-Soviet countries. The national identity
of Kazakhstan, on the one hand, is based on the
ethnic identity of the Kazakhs as the titular na-
tion, and on the other, it strives to be inclusive,
embracing all ethnic groups living in the country.
However, an important challenge remains the
creation of a unifying national idea that would
be attractive to all social groups. The programs
“Rukhani Zhangyru”, Ulttyq Quryltay and other
state initiatives are aimed at developing cultur-
al consciousness and modernizing social values,
but their effect is limited so far.

In conclusion, the formation of national iden-
tity in Kazakhstan is a process that requires tak-
ing into account many factors and balancing be-
tween traditions and modernization. Historical
myths, language, religion and a sense of pride in
citizenship - all these elements play an import-
ant role in the consolidation of society, but their
use must be thoughtful and responsible. The
future of Kazakhstan's identity depends on the
ability of the state and society to find common
ground between different groups, respecting
their uniqueness and simultaneously promoting
common values.

3. Comparative Analysis of National Iden-
tity Formation in Central Asian Countries:
The Unique Experience of Kazakhstan

The formation of national identity in Central
Asian countries after the collapse of the Soviet
Union reflects a diversity of approaches based
on the historical, cultural, and political char-
acteristics of each state. Kazakhstan, as part of
this region, stands out for its desire to integrate
the Soviet legacy with national traditions, which
creates an inclusive civic identity. A comparative
analysis with neighboring countries reveals the
uniqueness of the Kazakh experience and its fea-
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tures in the context of state strategies and public
perception.

Kazakhstan: Balance of Tradition and
Modernization

With a multi-ethnic population, Kazakh-
stan has chosen a model that integrates histor-
ical heritage, cultural diversity, and modern so-
cio-political challenges. The celebration of the
555th anniversary of the Kazakh Khanate in
2020 was an important stage in the formation of
a national narrative emphasizing the historical
continuity and significance of the Great Steppe.
This approach has strengthened a sense of pride
in the past and the consolidation of the popula-
tion around a common idea.

Uzbekistan: Identity through the Figure
of Tamerlane

Uzbekistan has focused on elevating the fig-
ure of Amir Temir (Tamerlane) as a symbol of na-
tional identity. This decision, taken in the 1990s,
was aimed at creating a powerful historical nar-
rative emphasizing the greatness of the Uzbek
nation. Amir Temir, despite his Turkic-Mongol
origins, was presented as a national hero per-
sonifying power and independence.

However, this approach has its limitations.
Historical ethnocentricity and an emphasis on
one key figure exclude the contribution of other
ethnic groups to the development of Uzbekistan.
This can contribute to the strengthening of so-
cial divisions and hinder the integration process.
In contrast, Kazakhstan emphasizes inclusion
and recognition of the contribution of all ethnic
groups, which helps strengthen unity.

Turkmenistan: Personality Cult and
Closed Identity

Turkmenistan built its national identity on
the personality cult of its first president, Sa-
parmurat Niyazov (Turkmenbashi). His book,
Ruhnama, became a symbol of state ideology,
combining elements of history, religion, and
cultural traditions. However, this isolationist
approach has led to the formation of a closed
national identity, devoid of integration with the
outside world.

The Kazakh model, on the contrary, demon-
strates openness to global processes. Cultural
and educational exchange programs, as well
as participation in international initiatives,
strengthen the country’s role as a link between
the East and the West.

Kyrgyzstan: Epic as the Basis of Identity

Kyrgyzstan relies on cultural and literary tra-
ditions, in particular the Manas epic. This epic
serves as a symbol of national unity and a heroic
past. However, ethnic and regional disunity cre-
ates additional challenges for the formation of
a civic identity. Unlike Kyrgyzstan, Kazakhstan
takes a more comprehensive approach, combin-
ing historical and cultural elements with mod-
ern political strategies, which contributes to the
formation of a more inclusive identity.

Tajikistan: Return to Persian Heritage

Tajikistan turns to the heritage of the Sama-
nids as a fundamental element of its national
identity. President Emomali Rahmon actively
uses the figure of Ismail Samani to strengthen
national consciousness. However, limited re-
sources and the consequences of the civil war
hinder the realization of the integrative poten-
tial of this model.

Kazakhstan's experience shows that com-
bining historical heritage with modern elements
can become the basis for the successful consoli-
dation of a multi-ethnic society.

4. Sociological analysis through the con-
cept of collective memory

To analyze the formation of national identi-
ty in Central Asia, we can turn to the concept of
collective memory by M. Halbwachs. In each of
the countries of the region, collective memory is
formed through the creation of national narra-
tives that integrate myths, historical events and
cultural traditions.

In Kazakhstan, collective memory is built
on the basis of historical myths about the Great
Steppe, the Kazakh Khanate and nomadic cul-
ture, which helps to strengthen national identity.
In Uzbekistan, the emphasis is on the figure of
Tamerlane, symbolizing power and greatness. In
Turkmenistan, collective memory is focused on
the figure of Niyazov and national traditions.

However, differences in approaches are due
not only to historical but also to social factors.
The Kazakhstan model demonstrates the ability
to adapt collective memory to the challenges of
modernity, maintaining a balance between tradi-
tions and innovations.

Comparative analysis shows that the forma-
tion of national identity in Central Asia is condi-
tioned by historical heritage, political strategies
and socio-cultural factors. Kazakhstan stands
out for its inclusive approach, which helps con-
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solidate a multi-ethnic society. The future of
successful state-building in the region depends
on the ability of countries to integrate histor-
ical heritage with modern values, promoting
the principles of tolerance, mutual respect and
social justice. The Kazakhstan model can serve
as an example for its neighbors, demonstrating
that national identity can be based on dialogue
and inclusion, rather than exclusion and ethno-
centrism.

Conclusion and results of the study

The results of the study confirmed the hy-
pothesis that historical myths are not only a
means of strengthening national identity, but
also an important instrument of political legiti-
mation, especially in the context of post-Soviet,
multi-ethnic societies of Central Asia. The analy-
sis showed that each of the countries of the Cen-
tral Asian region, including Kazakhstan, Uzbeki-
stan, Kyrgyzstan, Tajikistan and Turkmenistan,
uses unique approaches to constructing national
identity, conditioned by historical, cultural and
political peculiarities.

The Kazakh experience stands out due to
its inclusive approach aimed at integrating a
multi-ethnic population, preserving histori-
cal heritage and creating a civic identity that
includes elements of the Soviet past, national
culture and modernization. Celebrations of his-
torical events, such as the 550th anniversary of
the Kazakh Khanate, and projects such as Ulttyq
Quryltay, similar to the Rukhani Zhangyru pro-
gram, strengthen a sense of national unity, while
maintaining respect for cultural and ethnic di-
versity. In contrast to Kazakhstan, the countries
of the region demonstrate varying degrees of
ethnocentrism in their national narratives. Uz-
bekistan builds an identity around the figure
of Tamerlane, which emphasizes the greatness
of the Uzbek nation but excludes the contribu-
tion of other ethnic groups. Turkmenistan uses
the personality cult of the first president and
pseudo-historical narratives, which strengthens
national consciousness but isolates the country
from the international community. Kyrgyzstan
relies on cultural heritage through the Manas
epic but faces challenges of regional and ethnic
fragmentation. Tajikistan, using its Persian her-
itage, seeks to consolidate society, but limited
resources and the consequences of the civil war
slow this process. The answer to our research
question - “How do historical myths influence

the formation of national identity and public
perception of state building in Kazakhstan?” -
received a clear answer. Historical myths play a
key role in the formation of collective memory
and identity in Kazakhstan, uniting the popula-
tion around common values and historical imag-
es. A distinctive feature of the Kazakhstani mod-
el is the desire for a harmonious combination
of historical and modern elements, which helps
maintain stability in a multinational society.

Achieving the goals and objectives of the
study

The goals and objectives of the study have
been achieved:

1. A literature review of key concepts of his-
torical and collective memory (M. Halbwachs, ].
Assmann, P. Nora) was conducted, which allowed
us to lay the theoretical basis for the study.

2. An analysis of secondary data revealed the
dominant national narratives in Central Asia and
their influence on public consciousness.

3. A content analysis of official documents
and media sources confirmed the importance of
historical myths in state ideology and education.

The analysis was conducted using the con-
cept of collective memory proposed by M. Hal-
bwachs. Kazakhstan demonstrates the ability to
adapt its collective memory to the challenges of
modernity, maintaining a balance between his-
torical roots and innovations. Unlike the eth-
nocentric models of its neighbors, Kazakhstan
strives for inclusion, which strengthens social
stability and political legitimacy.

Recommendations

To further strengthen the national identity of
our country, Kazakhstan should:

— Continue to develop programs
aimed at promoting tolerance, patriotism and
interethnic harmony.

— Focus on a critical approach to his-
torical narratives, avoiding excessive mythologi-
zation.

— Strengthen educational initiatives
that support the study of the Kazakh language,
history and culture, while maintaining multilin-
gualism.

Thus, the Kazakh model of nation-building
demonstrates a successful example of a har-
monious combination of tradition and modern-
ization, which makes it a unique phenomenon
in the context of Central Asia. It can serve as a
guide for neighboring countries seeking to cre-
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ate a sustainable and inclusive identity.

Discussion

The results of the study confirm that histor-
ical myths play a key role in shaping national
identity and public consciousness in Kazakh-
stan. Historical narratives, such as the myths of
the Great Steppe and the Kazakh Khanate, not
only strengthen collective memory, but also con-
tribute to the legitimization of state power. This
is consistent with the theoretical approaches of
M. Halbwachs and ]. Assmann, who emphasize
the importance of collective and cultural memo-
ry in the processes of identification and consoli-
dation of society.

Unlike the ethnocentric models used in
Uzbekistan, Turkmenistan and Tajikistan, Ka-
zakhstan demonstrates an integrative approach
aimed at creating an inclusive civic identity.
This approach becomes especially important in
a multinational society, where the balance be-
tween ethnic and civic components plays a deci-
sive role in social stability.

The reasons for the success of the Kazakh
model lie in a combination of several factors.
Firstly, the use of historical myths is not limit-
ed to the glorification of the past, but is aimed
at building links between traditions and mod-
ern challenges. Secondly, a language policy that
focuses on preserving the Kazakh language and
promoting bilingualism helps to harmoniously
unite different ethnic groups. Thirdly, programs
such as “Rukhani Zhangyru” and Ulttyq Quryltay
serve as a platform for promoting common na-
tional values.

The practical significance of the results is
that the Kazakhstani model can be used as an
example for other Central Asian countries. An
integrative approach to identity formation helps
to strengthen social stability, reduce ethnic ten-
sions, and increase trust in government institu-
tions. Inclusion-oriented policies can be adapted
for regions with similar demographic and cul-
tural characteristics.
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